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1. Introduction 

Education must undergo significant transformation to achieve its objective of helping 
individuals develop into better people, citizens, and professionals [1]. More specifically, education 
has evolved to focus on developing learners’ skills, values, and attitudes to prepare them to become 
global citizens [2]. Consequently, the primary goal of current education is to impart not only 
knowledge and skills but also values, aiming to nurture learners’ qualities alongside essential 
competencies to prepare them for future social life. In this sense, moral education plays a crucial 
role in general education, including English language teaching and learning. Recognizing the 
necessity for innovation in response to globalization, Vietnam has prioritized education as a key 
strategy for national development. In alignment with international standards, Vietnam implemented 
a new general educational curriculum in 2022, aiming to develop specific key competencies and 
qualities in learners by the completion of secondary education [3].  

The concept of moral education has been a long-standing and essential component of 
educational systems [4]. However, contemporary education often prioritizes academic 
achievement over the inculcation of moral values [5]. This emphasis highlights the need for 
comprehensive educational strategies that address both academic success and moral 
development. As a result, the lack of adequate moral education has contributed to a diminished 
emphasis on value creation in younger generations. The absence of moral values in education has 
led to an increase in negative behaviors among students [6]-[8]. 

In Vietnam, concerns about moral degradation among high school students have been reported 
[9]. The Prime Minister highlighted the remaining issues of moral misbehavior, including school 
violence, social crimes, and violations of law, as a matter of significant concern. He emphasized 
the need for increased attention from schools, families, and society to address these issues. 
Evidence of student misbehavior, particularly school violence, was reported by [10], which 
described school violence as a pressing issue among Vietnamese secondary students. Current 
education and training programs often overlook the moral education of students. He pointed out 
that middle and high schools primarily rely on Civic Education to teach moral values, but the 
allotted time for this subject is insufficient [10]. Therefore, it is imperative to enhance moral 
education in Vietnamese high schools by integrating moral values into the curriculum, 
particularly within English language teaching.  

In the Vietnamese context, very little research has examined how EFL teachers perceive and 
practice embedding moral values into lessons. In particular, Phan and Phan [11] conducted a 
qualitative study with seven Vietnamese English teachers who had studied TESOL in Australia. 
The research used interviews, focus groups, and reflective writing to gather data. The teachers 
saw their role as moral guides as integral to their teaching, often prioritizing it over being merely 
knowledge facilitators. They incorporated moral education into English lessons, using examples 
and stories to teach values. They believed this approach fulfilled their duties as teachers and 
helped students develop moral character.  

In terms of teaching materials which contain moral values, Le [12] analyzed Vietnamese-
produced EFL textbooks for upper secondary schools to identify embedded moral values. The 
study examined three textbooks: Tieng Anh [English] 10, 11, and 12. It found that while the 
textbooks included some universal moral values like honesty and cultural tolerance, they 
primarily reflected Vietnamese values. The content and activities were insufficient for developing 
students’ moral identity and global citizenship. In Vietnam, where textbooks are seen as 
authoritative, this lack of critical awareness may lead students to passively accept societal roles 
[13]. The study questions how English teachers can meet curriculum goals to foster moral 
identity and global citizenship when the textbooks are lacking. 

Despite the crucial role that teachers play in cultivating moral values among students through 
classroom practices [6], [14] and the acknowledged importance of moral education in teaching 
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[6], [14], [15], there is a significant gap in the existing literature examining how EFL teachers 
perceive and integrate moral values into their lessons, particularly within both foreign and 
Vietnamese contexts. Furthermore, research in this area has predominantly relied on methods 
such as interviews, observations, and reflective journals, without utilizing questionnaires that 
include both closed-ended and open-ended questions. Therefore, it is essential to specifically 
investigate EFL teachers’ perceptions and practices of embedding moral values and the factors 
affecting these perceptions and practices in Vietnamese high schools, where these values are 
explicitly presented into the English language curriculum. Employing quantitative and qualitative 
approaches is necessary for this investigation.  

Meanwhile, the important role of teachers in implementing the curriculum is undeniable [6], 
[14]. Nonetheless, there is a scarcity of studies that examine EFL teachers’ perceptions and 
classroom practices of embedding moral values into lessons, particularly within foreign or 
Vietnamese contexts [11], [12], [14], [16] and explored the factors influencing these perceptions 
and practices. This study, therefore, aims to address this gap in literature and answers the 
question: What are EFL high school teachers’ perceptions and classroom practices of embedding 
moral values into lessons? 

2. Research methods 

This study adopted a postpositivist perspective to thoroughly address the research problem 
[17]. To explore how EFL teachers perceive and practice embedding moral values into lessons in 
several high schools of the Mekong Delta, questionnaires combined closed-ended and open-
ended questions for a nuanced understanding.  

2.1. Setting and participants  

The study involved 30 Vietnamese high school teachers (5 male, 25 female) from An Giang, 
Hau Giang, and Dong Thap provinces, selected through snowball sampling. Most of the teachers 
had a Bachelor’s degree in English teaching and over 10 years of experience. The research took 
place in public schools where English is a core subject, using Global Success and I-learn Smart 
World textbooks, approved by [18]. Table 1 summarizes their profiles. 

Table 1. Questionnaire participants’ demographic information 

Criteria Questionnaire respondents                          n (%) 
Gender of participants   Male                                                             5 (16.7%) 

 Female                                                           25 (83.3%) 
Level of English language 
education 

 Bacholar                                                        22 (73.3%) 
  Master                                                          8 (26.7%) 

Years of teaching 
experience 

  5-9 years                                                       2 (6.7%) 
 10-14 years                                                    10 (33.3%) 
 15-20 years                                                    8 (26.7%) 
 Over 20 years                                                10 (33.3%) 

Location of high schools  2 high schools, An Giang province               7 (23.3%) 
 1 high school, Dong Thap province              9 (30%) 
2 high schools, Hau Giang province              14 (46.7%) 

English textbooks used at 
the schools 

 Global success                                               18 (60%) 
 I-learn Smart world                                       12 (40%) 

2.2. Data collection and analysis 

This study employed a survey method using a Likert 7-point scale questionnaire. The 
questionnaire included six background questions, 76 closed-ended questions to examine how 
EFL high school teachers perceive and practice embedding moral values into lessons, and three 
open-ended questions to gather additional insights. Data were collected from 30 EFL teachers in 
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five high schools across three provinces in the Mekong Delta of Vietnam via Express Mail and 
Zalo over three weeks. A reliability analysis showed a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.818, confirming the 
reliability of the questionnaire. Closed-ended responses were analyzed using Microsoft Excel and 
SPSS 27, while open-ended responses followed qualitative analysis steps [18]. Coding responses 
(e.g., T1 for Teacher 1) revealed three themes: perceptions, practices, and influential factors.  

3. Results and discussion 

3.1. Results   

The study found that EFL teachers generally had positive perceptions and practices regarding 
embedding moral values in their teaching, with mean scores above 5. Teachers with less experience 
had higher perception scores, while those with over 20 years of experience reported highest practice 
scores but lowest perception scores. Overall, perception scores decreased with experience, while 
practice scores remained high for teachers with over 20 years of teaching (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1. Summary of participants’ perceptions and practices of embedding moral values 

Additionally, open-ended responses from 12 participants indicated the necessity of embedding 
moral values into lessons, and 15 out of 30 teachers reported that they frequently incorporated 
these values into their classroom practices. From the responses of the participants, the factors 
influencing their perceptions and practices such as the teacher-related factors and external factors 
(e.g. the social context, the school context, family background, students) were indicated. The 
components of each term are elaborated in subsequent sections. 

3.1.1. Perceptions of embedding moral values into EFL lessons  

The results derived from calculations in Microsoft Excel, along with open responses from the 
teachers, indicated that EFL teachers demonstrated a relatively high perception of embedding 
moral values into EFL lessons. Table 2 summarizes the results, with further details presented in 
the following domains. 

Table 2. Summary of participants’ perceptions of embedding moral values 

Domains N Min. Max. M SD 
Stimulating thinking (Item 1-4) 30 5.50 7.00 6.31 0.50 
Knowledge (Item 5-17) 30 4.54 6.31 5.63 0.49 
Interpretations (Item 18-26) 
Response (Item 27-32) 

30 
30 

4.78 
2.67 

6.33 
6.00 

5.71 
3.57 

0.40 
0.72 

Results from Table 2 indicate that stimulating received the highest mean score (M = 6.31, SD 
= 0.50), while response ranked the lowest (M = 3.57, SD = 0.72). This suggests that although 
participants were highly engaged in thinking about moral situations, they were less receptive to 
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embedding moral values into lessons. 
Domain 1: Stimulating thinking  
Table 3 provides a detailed overview of participants’ agreement with the moral situations. 

Table 3. Descriptive statistics of Stimulating thinking  

Items Strongly agree, 
Agree to Slightly 

agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to 

Slightly disagree 
1. When I see a student who cheats during 
the test, I don’t ignore it. 

100% 0% 0% 

2. When I encounter a reading text 
containing social issues (e.g. bullying, 
drug addiction), I bring it into the lesson.  

80% 16.67% 3.33% 

3. When hearing students say bad words, I 
stop him to teach him a moral lesson about 
good manners. 

100% 0% 0% 

4. When seeing students littering, I cannot 
stand it and teach them to put the trash into 
the dustbin to keep the campus clean. 

100% 0% 0% 

Table 3 showed that all of the participants reported that they would not ignore students’ cheating 
during the tests, students saying bad words, and wanted their students not to litter to keep the 
environment clean. However, only 80% reported they brought reading text containing social issues 
into lessons. In this regard, when being stimulated to think about moral values, responses from four 
participants (T3, T13, T16, T25) revealed that students’ moral misbehaviour at school is a serious 
concern. Additionally, T5 and T27 pointed out that the influences of social networks and media in 
the 4.0 era contribute to the decline in students’ moral behavior. They said:  

“Embedding moral values within various subjects helps diminish moral decay among students 
in the Industry 4.0 era and assists schools in promoting a more holistic education.” (T25) 

“The lifestyle of today’s youth is increasingly shaped by various influences from social media 
and the media, leading to a more Westernized and Europeanized way of living. As a result, they 
are increasingly disregarding the traditional moral values of Vietnamese culture. Alarmingly, 
their behavior is showing signs of decline; they lack respect and proper manners towards 
teachers, disregard school rules, focus solely on their own interests...” (T3) 

Domain 2: Knowledge about embedding moral values 
Table 4 provides a detailed overview of participants’ knowledge of embedding moral values 

from items with prominent data of this domain. 

Table 4. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 2 – knowledge about embedding moral values 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
5. Teaching moral values to students is one of the 
main goals of each lesson in the English language 
curriculum. 

96.66% 0% 3.34% 

9. Students’ moral misbehavior at school is alarming.  86.66% 3.34% 10% 
10. Teaching moral values is difficult for language 
teachers.  

50% 0% 50% 

12. I know how to integrate moral values into the 
English language lessons. 

93.32% 3.34% 3.34% 

17. Teachers are moral models. 100% 0% 0% 

The result from SPSS analysis showed that the teachers had much knowledge of embedding 
moral values. However, the group with least years of teaching experience had the highest mean 
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score of knowing (M = 6.03, SD = 0.05) whilst teachers with more than 20 years of teaching 
experience had the least mean score of knowing (M = 5.56, SD = 0.43). Particularly, 100% 
participants know that teachers are moral models. About 97% agreed that integrating moral 
values into EFL lessons is one of the main goals of the English language curriculum. However, 
they (about 87%) also revealed that students’ moral misbehavior at school is alarming. Notably, 
50% thought that teaching moral values is difficult for language teacher. Furthermore, more than 
90% knew how to integrate moral values into English language lessons.  

Domain 3: Interpretations of embedding moral values 
The participants interpreted embedding moral values in various ways. The detailed results of 

some items with high percentage of agreement are presented in Table 5. 

Table 5. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 3 – Interpretations of embedding moral values 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
19. Teaching moral values is the EFL teachers’ 
responsibility.  

90% 3.34% 6.66% 

22. Teaching moral values helps EFL students 
preserve Vietnamese traditional values. 

100% 0% 0% 

23. It is necessary to teach moral values in the EFL 
class. 

86.66% 13.34% 0% 

Based on the teachers’ knowledge, 100% perceived the role of teaching moral values in 
helping EFL students preserve Vietnamese traditional values. 90% agreed that teaching moral 
values is the EFL teachers’ responsibility, and about 87% reported that it is necessary to teach 
moral values in the EFL class. Open responses of 15 participants highlighted that it is necessary 
to embed moral values into lessons. T20 and T25 emphasized: 

“I think integrating moral values into lessons is critically important in the modern educational 
context. It is advisable that English teachers be encouraged to integrate moral values into their 
teaching to support the moral development of students.” (T20)  

“Moral education is an essential component for teachers, contributing significantly to the 
quality of moral instruction and the development of students’ character, thereby establishing a 
strong foundation for other educational dimensions.” (T25) 

Domain 4: Response to embedding moral values 
A detailed overview of the participants’ responses to embedding moral values is presented in 

Table 6. 

Table 6. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 4 – Response to embedding moral values 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
27. I have brought moral values into EFL lessons. 93.33% 6.67% 0% 
28. I try to be a moral model for my EFL students.  100% 0% 0% 

At the end of perceptual process, the teachers reported their response to embedding moral 
values into lessons. 100% (n = 30) reported that they try to be moral models for their EFL 
students, of which more than 68% showed their strong agreement. Also, over 93% reported that 
they have brought moral values into EFL lessons. This finding was supported from open 
responses. Typically, T26 expressed: “In addition to educating on theoretical or knowledge 
aspects in cultural or natural subjects, personally, I always prioritize moral education starting 
from school or more specifically in all lessons.” 

T3 thought that moral values can be embedded in each unit. The teacher said: “From my own 
experience, in each unit it is possible to incorporate certain moral values.” 
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3.1.2. Practices of embedding moral values into EFL lessons  

The EFL teachers self-reported their implementation of embedding moral values into lessons, 
particularly their lesson planning and preparing, instruction, classroom management and student 
assessment. Table 7 summarizes the results, with more details provided in the following domains. 

Table 7. Summary of participants’ classroom practices of embedding moral values 

Domains N Min. Max. M SD 
Lesson planning and preparing (Item 33-39) 30 3.14 6.57 4.40 0.63 
Instruction (Item 40-63) 30 4.58 6.21 5.62 0.38 
Classroom management (Item 64-72) 
Student assessment (Item 73-76) 

30 
30 

4.00 
3.00 

6.00 
6.00 

5.46 
4.96 

0.44 
0.78 

Results from Table 7 showed that instruction and classroom management had the highest 
mean scores (M = 5.62, SD = 0.38; M = 5.46, SD = 0.44, respectively), while lesson planning 
and preparation had the lowest (M = 4.40, SD = 0.63). This indicates that participants primarily 
embedded moral values through instruction and classroom management. 

Domain 1: Lesson planning and preparing  
Table 8 presents a detailed overview of how participants planned and prepared lessons with 

embedded moral values. 

Table 8. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 1 – Lesson planning and preparing 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
33. When planning a lesson, I often include the 
goal of the lesson regarding moral values.  

83.33% 13.33% 3.34% 

36. I often incorporate moral values into EFL lessons 
based on the content of the EFL textbooks only.  

30% 20% 50% 

39. I often find relevant authentic materials besides 
EFL textbooks to teach moral values.  

90% 10% 0% 

When planning lessons, over 80% of the teachers frequently included specific goals related to 
moral values, and approximately 90% often sought out relevant authentic materials, in addition to 
EFL textbooks, to teach these values. However, half of them disagreed that they incorporated moral 
values into EFL lessons based on the content of the EFL textbooks only. From open responses, the 
teachers emphasized the selection of approriate moral values into lessons. T23 stressed: “Select 
relevant moral values. Integrate them appropriately depending on the lesson content.” In addition, 
T25 pointed out the steps in lesson planning. The teacher said: “Prepare. Select relevant values 
for the lesson. Predict possible scenarios.” 

Domain 2: Instruction  

Table 9 presents a detailed overview of how the participants delivered instruction related to 
moral education. Twenty-six out of 30 teachers disagreed with the notion that they only teach 
English in their lessons. All teachers reported regularly incorporating the five moral values 
outlined in the curriculum - patriotism, compassion, diligence, honesty, and responsibility - by 
embedding them through reading texts and real-life situations. Additionally, over 90% of the 
teachers frequently integrated moral values they understood, implied these values in teaching 
activities, told stories to illustrate these values, and used moral exemplars and pictures as 
teaching tools. Furthermore, participants’ open responses suggested additional activities for 
integrating moral values, such as using games (T26), presentations and writing reflections (T19). 
From open responses, the teachers reported their classroom practices of embedding moral values. 
They said:  

“I emphasize the step of reviewing the lesson to summarize the content of the lesson 
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(especially in Reading lessons) or when providing examples to start teaching Grammar (examples 
related to students’ moral values) to integrate moral values into English lessons.” (T13) 

“…Connect real-life moral values to the lesson. For example, when teaching about gender 
equality, I will share some stories with students. Then I will ask some students to stand up and 
answer questions.” (T28)  

“It involves moving away from strictly adhering to the textbook structure by incorporating 
games, images, or interactive question-and-answer sessions to make theoretical concepts more 
engaging.” (T26) 

Table 9. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 2 – Instruction 

Items  Strongly 
agree, Agree 

to Slightly 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Strongly 
disagree, 

Disagree to 
Slightly disagree 

43. I often teach my students to be honest.  100% 0% 0% 
44. I often teach moral values that I understand their meaning. 96.66% 3.34% 0% 
45. I often use moral exemplars to teach moral values.  96.66% 3.34% 0% 
47. I often teach my EFL students study and work hard.  100% 0% 0% 
49. I often teach my EFL students to care for others. 100% 0% 0% 
50. I often teach my EFL students to love the country.  100% 0% 0% 
53. I often teach my EFL students to be responsible. 100% 0% 0% 
54. I often imply moral values in teaching activities. 93.32% 3.34% 3.34% 
56. I often use reading texts to teach moral values. 100% 0% 0% 
58. I often use real-life situations to teach moral values. 100% 0% 0% 
59. I often use pictures to teach moral values.  90% 6.66% 3.34% 
60. I often tell stories to illustrate moral values. 90% 10% 0% 

Domain 3: Classroom management 
Table 10 provides a detailed overview of how participants manage EFL classes to foster moral 

education. 

Table 10. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 3 – Classroom management 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
65. I often create a learning environment where EFL 
students feel respected. 

93.33% 6.67%  

66. I often create a learning environment where EFL 
students feel encouraged to engage in learning.  

100% 0%  

68. I am often flexible in solving incidents during class. 93.33% 6.67%  
69. I often put EFL students into pairs or groups to 
stimulate their interaction.  

96.66% 0%  

All 30 teachers consistently created a learning environment that encourages EFL students to 
engage actively in learning, and they reported effective time management in their classes. 
Furthermore, over 90% of the teachers regularly fostered a respectful classroom atmosphere, 
demonstrated flexibility in handling incidents during class, and arranged students into pairs or 
groups to promote interaction. This finding was complemented by T25. The teacher emphasized 
the need to create a comfortable atmosphere for students while solving the problem.  

Domain 4: Student assessment  

Table 11 details how participants assess students’ moral learning in EFL classes. Nearly 90% 
of the teachers agreed that students’ moral learning is frequently assessed through their 
expressions during class, and over 95% reported that they often assessed students’ moral learning 
based on students’ actions both during and after class. From open responses, T27 mentioned that 
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the teacher appreciated assessing the whole process of students’ learning and considered it as a 
form of assessment regarding moral education. 

Table 11. Descriptive statistics of top prominent data of Domain 3 – Student assessment 

Items  Strongly agree, 
Agree to 

Slightly agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree 

Strongly disagree, 
Disagree to Slightly 

disagree 
74. I often assess EFL students’ moral learning 
through their expressions during the class.  

86.66% 6.67% 6.67% 

75. I often assess EFL students’ moral learning 
through their actions during and after the class. 

96.66% 0% 3.34% 

When being asked about the factors influencing their perceptions and practices of embedding 
moral values into lessons, a number of teachers identified several key influences: the teacher’s 
family (T2, T19, T26), the school environment, the teacher self (T26), the living/social 
environment (T2, T30), the teacher’s relationships (T30), and students (T1).  

Participants’ open responses also provided recommendations for effectively embedding moral 
values into EFL lessons. First, teachers need to thoroughly understand the lesson content and 
carefully select appropriate moral values to integrate (T1, T3, T10, T23, T24, T25, T27, T28). 
Second, teachers should be creative and flexible in their teaching methods to actively engage 
students in learning moral values. Additionally, collaboration among stakeholders such as subject 
teachers, homeroom teachers, the Youth Union, and school leaders is essential for achieving the 
goals of moral education (T16, T26). Finally, participants emphasized that the education sector 
should place greater emphasis on embedding moral values into EFL lessons (T3). 

3.2. Discussion 

The findings revealed that EFL teachers generally held positive perceptions of integrating 
moral values into their teaching, with self-reported practices aligning with these perceptions. 
Additionally, open-ended responses from participants emphasized the importance of embedding 
moral values, with half of the teachers reporting frequent incorporation of these values in their 
classroom practices. These findings contribute significantly to the existing literature on the 
feasibility of integrating moral values into English language education, emphasizing its potential 
to enhance students’ moral development and the overall quality of education in high schools. 

Regarding perceptions of embedding moral values into their teaching, the participants 
demonstrated a strong inclination towards this integration. Notably, approximately 97% agreed 
that incorporating moral values into EFL lessons is a primary objective of the English language 
curriculum. This finding contrasts with [14], which revealed a misunderstanding of values 
education among teachers, leading to ineffective integration. Furthermore, this study found that 
all participants (100%) recognized the role of teachers as moral exemplars, corroborating the 
findings of [11], who reported that EFL teachers perceive themselves as moral guides in their 
teaching. In addition, with the belief that teaching materials facilitate teachers’ planning and 
classroom practices, Le [12] conducted an analysis of moral values within English textbooks. 
Le’s study found that while these textbooks included some universal moral values, predominantly 
reflecting Vietnamese values, the content and activities were insufficient for fostering students’ 
moral identity and global citizenship. This limitation identified in [12] was addressed by the 
current study, where most participants reported sourcing additional authentic materials beyond 
the textbooks to teach moral values effectively. On the other hand, participants also expressed 
concern over the increasing instances of students’ moral misbehavior at school. This finding 
aligns with broader concerns about moral degradation among high school students in the 
Vietnamese context [9]. Consequently, the need for moral education remains a critical priority for 
teachers, schools, families, and society as a whole. 
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In terms of classroom practices, data from the questionnaire indicated that EFL teachers 
reported integrating moral values into their teaching through a variety of activities, including 
questioning, storytelling, using pictures, facilitating discussions, establishing social activist 
groups, reading texts, presenting moral exemplars, creating real-life situations, organizing games, 
conducting presentations, and assigning reflective writing. These activities allowed teachers to 
convey moral values either explicitly or implicitly. This finding aligns with the results of [11] and 
[16]. Phan et al. [11] found that EFL teachers incorporated moral education into their lessons by 
using examples and stories to teach values. Similarly, Qoyyimah [16] noted that EFL teachers 
employed both explicit and implicit pedagogical approaches to embed values into their teaching. 
These findings suggest the need for further exploration into EFL teachers’ classroom practices of 
embedding moral values to gain deeper insights into this research area. In the current study, EFL 
teachers’ practices were examined across several stages, including planning, preparation, 
instruction, classroom management, and assessment. This comprehensive framework may 
contribute significantly to the field by providing a structured approach for researchers to observe 
and analyze EFL teachers’ classroom practices related to the integration of moral values, thereby 
offering a more nuanced understanding of the pedagogical strategies employed. 

The study identified several factors influencing how EFL teachers perceive and practice 
embedding moral values, including family background, school environment, personal beliefs, social 
influences, interpersonal relationships, and students. These factors align with previous research, 
such as [14] and [16], who highlighted personal values and school demands as key influences. 
Interestingly, more experienced teachers reported higher classroom practices but lower perceptions, 
suggesting that external factors, like the school context and student needs, may be more influential 
than perceptions. The study also found that teaching experience negatively correlated with teachers’ 
perceptions but positively correlated with classroom practices. This complex relationship calls for 
further investigation to better understand how experience, perceptions, and contextual factors 
interact in embedding moral values into EFL teaching. Further research could offer insights into 
improving moral education practices in the EFL context. 

4. Conclusion 

This study examined how EFL teachers in Vietnamese high schools in the Mekong Delta 
perceive and practice embedding moral values into their lessons. The findings showed positive 
attitudes, with most teachers incorporating these values through various teaching activities, both 
implicitly and explicitly. This practice supports English language education by contributing to 
students’ language proficiency and moral development. However, the study also identified 
factors that may prevent teachers from fully integrating moral values into their lessons. The 
study’s small sample size limits its generalizability, and the findings should be interpreted within 
the specific cultural and educational context. To improve integration, moral values should align 
with lesson content, and teachers should use diverse, engaging strategies. Professional 
development programs are needed to help teachers overcome challenges. Future research could 
expand the sample size, use qualitative methods, and explore factors influencing perceptions and 
practices in different cultural contexts. These studies would provide deeper insights into 
embedding moral values in EFL teaching and inform better strategies for integration. 

TÀI LIỆU THAM KHẢO/REFERENCES 

[1] OECD, “Trends shaping education,” OECD, Jan. 18, 2022. [Online]. Available: 
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/trends-shaping-education-2022_6ae8771a-en.html. [Accessed 
Aug. 15, 2014]. 

[2] UNESCO, “Global Citizenship Education: Preparing learners for the challenges of the twenty-first 
century,” Apr. 20, 2023. [Online]. Available:  https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/global-citizenship-
education-preparing-learners- challenges-twenty-first-century. [Accessed Feb. 15, 2025].  

[3] Ministry of Education and Training, “The General Education Curriculum,” (in Vietnamese), 



TNU Journal of Science and Technology 230(04): 230 - 240 
 

http://jst.tnu.edu.vn                                                  240                                                 Email: jst@tnu.edu.vn 

32/2018/TT-BGDĐT, Dec. 2018. [Online]. Available: https://luatvietnam.vn/giao-duc/thong-tu-32-
2018-tt-bgddt-ban-hanh-chuong-trinh-giao-duc-pho-thong-moi-169745-d1.html. [Accessed Feb. 20, 
2025]. 

[4] B. Chazan, “Principles and pedagogies in Jewish education,” Springer Nature, 2022. [Online]. 
Available: https://library.oapen.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.12657/51471/1/9783030839253.pdf. 
[Accessed Feb. 20, 2025]. 

[5] M. N. Musling, M. Z. Ismail, Darmi, A. Y. Kamaruddin, and M. N. Jaffar, “Summary of Possible Universal 
Moral Values in Language Pedagogy: A Systematic review,” Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 
vol. 18, no. 1, 2021. [Online]. Available: http://www.jlls.org/index.php/jlls/article/view/2795. [Accessed 
Feb. 20, 2025].  

[6] H. Akram, A. S. Al-Adwan, S. Aslam, and M. I. Khan, “Pedagogical practices and challenges in 
cultivating moral values: A qualitative study of primary school teachers in Pakistan,” Education 3-13, 
vol. 51, no. 4, pp. 607–619, Oct. 2021, doi: 10.1080/03004279.2021.1992471. 

[7] A. A. Hasan, M. I. Hamzah, and M. M. Awang, “Inculcating noble values for pre-service 
teachers,” International Education Studies, vol. 7, no. 11, pp. 111–119, 2014, doi: 10.5539/ies.v7n11p111. 

[8] H. M. M. Ali, “Inculcating universal values via English language education,” Journal of Education and 
Social Sciences, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 169–174, 2017. [Online]. Available: http://irep.iium.edu.my/ 
56462/1/KC6_204inculcatinguniversalvalueisnlanguage.pdf. [Accessed Feb. 21, 2025].  

[9] Prime Minister of Vietnam, “Strengthening moral and lifestyle education for students,” (in 
Vietnamese), 31/CT-TTg, Dec. 2019. [Online]. Available: https://bit.ly/4dD6EpV. [Accessed Feb. 20, 
2025]. 

[10] VTVonline, “Alarm over School Violence in Vietnam (Part 1): A Closer Look,” (in 
Vietnamese),  Apr. 25, 2023. [Online]. Available: https://vtv.vn/xa-hoi/bao-dong-tinh-trang-bao-luc-
hoc-duong-tai-viet-nam-ky-1-mot-cai-nhin-sau-hon-20230425001056781. [Accessed Feb. 20, 2025]. 

[11] L. H. Phan and V. Q. Phan, “Vietnamese Educational Morality and the discursive construction of 
English Language teacher identity,” Journal of Multicultural  Discourses, vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 136–151, 
2006, doi: 10.2167/md038.0. 

[12] V. C. Le, “A critical analysis of moral values in Vietnam-produced EFL textbooks for upper 
secondary schools,” in Situating Moral and Cultural Values in ELT Materials: The Southeast Asian 
Context, H. P. Widodo, M. R. Perfecto, C.V. Le, and A. Buripakdi (Eds.), Springer International 
Publishing AG, 2018, pp. 111–129, doi: 10.1007/ 978-3-319-63677-1_7. 

[13] R. Akbari, “Transforming Lives: Introducing Critical Pedagogy into ELT classrooms,” ELT Journal, 
vol. 62, pp. 276–283, 2008, doi: 10.1093/elt/ccn025. 

[14] J. L. Khathi, O. A. Ajani, and S. Govender, “Exploring teachers’ lived experiences on the integration 
of values education in South African high schools,” Research in Social Sciences and Technology, vol. 
7, no. 2, pp. 108–128, 2022.  

[15] R. Siddiqui and K. A. Soomro, “Teachers’ perceptions regarding moral education in private and public 
schools in Karachi: a comparative study,” Journal of Education  and Educational Development, vol. 9, 
no. 2, pp. 229–252, 2022.  

[16] U. Qoyyimah, “Inculcating character education through EFL teaching in Indonesian state 
schools,” Pedagogies: An International Journal, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 109–126, 2016, 
doi: 10.1080/1554480X.2016.1165618. 

[17] J. W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods approaches, 4th ed. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2014.  

[18] Ministry of Education and Training, “Approval of the textbooks list for high school students used in 
public schools,” (in Vietnamese), 442/QĐ-BGDĐT, Jan. 2022. [Online]. 
Available: https://thuvienphapluat.vn/van-ban/Giao-duc/Quyet-dinh-442-QD-BGDDT-2022-danh-
muc-sach-giao-khoa-lop-10-su-dung-trong-co-so-pho-thong-502908.aspx. [Accessed Feb. 20, 2025]. 

 


